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Summary 

 

 

Subject 
REGI ad hoc mission to Washington D.C. and Boston, USA  

 

Objectives 

 

Main objective: 

 

The fact-finding mission to Washington D.C. and Boston focused on 

smart specialisation strategies, financing innovation, R&D and SME 

development.  

 

In Washington D.C., the delegation met with the US Congress and 

federal administration to discuss best practices at federal level, while in 

Boston the members had meetings with the state government, 

universities and other innovation actors to discuss the best practises that 

have made Boston one of the strongest innovation hubs in the world. 

 

Urban development was also discussed especially in Boston.  

 

 

 

 

 

7-11 May 2018 

Places The United States of America: Washington D.C. and Boston 

Participants 

 

 

The delegation consisted of seven Members of the Committee on 

Regional Development.  
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I. Programme 

 

The programme consisted of five main elements: (1) meetings in the US Congress, (2) 

meetings with the US federal administration, (3) meeting with representatives of the 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts, (4) meetings with the universities and (5) meetings with 

other innovation actors.  

 

The full programme is available here. 
 

 

1. Meetings with the US Congress (Washington D.C., Tuesday 8 May 2018) 

The delegation had meetings in the US Congress on the morning of Tuesday 8 May 2018. The 

day started with an in-depth briefing by the Congressional Research Service (CRS). The CRS 

experts told the delegation members about the US federal system, the federal economic 

assistance as well as the federal research and development funding. 

 

The second meeting in the Congress was at the office of Senator Maria Cantwell (D-WA, 

Democrat, Washington State). Her senior staff answered members’ questions on small business 

development, innovation and the day-to-day activities of the Senate. 

 

The third Congress meeting was with Congressman John Curtis (R-UT-03, Republican, Utah). 

He explained to the members the ways in which the Congress can help small businesses grow in 

the USA and stressed the role of tax reform and eliminating unnecessary regulations in creating 

a beneficial environment for the companies. 
 

 

2. Meetings with the US federal administration (Washington D.C., Tuesday 8 May 

2018) 

 

The delegation had meetings with two US federal government administrative bodies: the 

Economic Development Administration (EDA), which is a bureau within the U.S. Department 

The REGI delegation had a meeting with Congressman Curtis 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/regi/events-missions.html
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of Commerce, and the Small Business Administration (SBA), which is a US government 

agency. 

 

The mission of the Economic Development Administration (EDA) is to “lead the federal 

economic development agenda by promoting innovation and competitiveness, preparing 

American regions for growth and success in the worldwide economy”. The EDA has six 

regional offices around the country, and it works closely with the regions and local 

communities to support them in creating economic development based on their strengths and 

needs.  

 

Three EDA experts had presentations during the meeting : Mr Craig Buerstatte, Acting 

Director for Innovation and Entrepreneurship, spoke about financing innovation and the 

Regional Innovation Strategies Programme, Mr Barrett Haga, Senior Administrator for 

Economic Engagement, told the members about projects, clusters and the Americas 

Competitiveness Exchange, and Mr Dough Lynott, Director for Economic Development 

Integration, explained EDA’s role as integrator of economic development resources.  

 

The second meeting of the afternoon was with the Small Business Administration (SBA) that 

aims to help “Americans start, build and grow businesses”. The SBA has several regional and 

district offices, as well as additional disaster offices and loan and guaranty centers throughout 

the United States. It acts as a “fund of funds” and loans money to small businesses with 

favourable conditions. Associate Administrators Peter Cazamias and Bill Manger gave the 

members an overview of the history and current activities of the agency, and the support and 

funding that is available through SBA to start-ups and SMEs.  
 

 

3. Meeting with representatives of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts (Boston, 

Wednesday 9 May 2018) 
 

 
Meeting with Nam Pham, Assistant Secretary, and Mark Sullivan, Executive Director 

In Boston, one of the first meetings was with the Massachusetts Office of International Trade 

and Investment (MOITI) which is the primary international business development agency of 

the state. MOITI’s task is to “strengthen the Massachusetts economy, create jobs and increase 



 

CR\1155014EN.docx 5/9 PE623.595v01-00 

 EN 

the Commonwealth’s international presence”. ‘Commonwealth’ in this case means the state, 

as the official name of the state of Massachusetts is the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

 

The delegation was hosted by Mr Mark F. Sullivan, Executive Director of MOITI. 

Additionally, Mr Nam Pham, Assistant Secretary of Business Development and International 

Trade, came to greet the delegation and answered their questions on the innovation and 

business environment in Massachusetts.  

 

Boston and its surrounding areas are considered to be one of the leading higher education and 

innovation hubs in the world. The delegation members wanted to know their secret to 

building such a successful environment - and according to Mr Pham and Mr Sullivan it is the 

diversity of people, ideas and the concentration of talent. They also said that if “you are the 

best, you attract the best” and added that Boston has managed to create a virtuous circle in 

this respect. Mr Pham and Mr Sullivan also stressed the fact that Bostonians are free-thinkers 

and risk-takers which has contributed greatly in creating the current innovation ecosystem.  

 

The Boston area has several high-level universities, including the Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology and Harvard. In addition to the strong higher-education institutions, the city has 

other important innovation actors that contribute to its success. Mr Pham and Mr Sullivan 

mentioned the Cambridge Innovation Center which is known as “the grandfather of 

innovation centers”, being the first of its kind, that has grown to be a large organisation over 

the years. 
 

 

4. Meetings with the universities (Boston, Wednesday 9 May - Thursday 10 May 2018) 
 

The delegation had meetings in two Massachusetts universities - the Massachusetts Institute 

of Technology (MIT) and Harvard University. According to leading university ranking 

systems, they are among the world’s best six universities, often taking the top places. Their 

role in the Massachusetts innovation ecosystem is vital as they attract domestic and 

international top students and produce patents and start-ups. 

 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) 

 

In the afternoon of Wednesday, 9 May, the delegation had meetings at MIT. The first meeting 

was with the MIT Venture Mentoring Service (VMS), where Director Mr Sherwin Greenblatt 

and Co-Director Mr Jerome Smith explained how the service was set up in 2000 to bridge the 

gap in how MIT supports emerging entrepreneurial ventures. VMS uses volunteer MIT 

alumni and business leaders to help MIT-affiliated new entrepreneurs to learn how to set up a 

company and keep it profitable. So far, 2 500 ventures have been helped by the service and 

these ventures have raised over 2,3 billion dollars’ worth of capital. 

 

The second meeting at MIT was with the Department of Urban Studies and Planning. 

According to Professors Eran Ben-Joseph, Dennis Frenchman, Janelle Knox-Hayes and Marie 

Law Adams, the biggest challenges that cities face in the future are demographic change and 

climate change. In their experience, however, adapting to the changing environment and 

future trends is not always easy, as getting the city planners on-board has proven to be quite 

challenging. The professors also highlighted that using big data to detect trends and to 

observe how people use for example energy and transport in real time is already a significant 

phenomenon in urban planning, and it will continue to be in the future as it enables better city 
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planning and quicker reactions to emerging problems. Arctic region was also mentioned by 

the professors as it has created a lot of interest lately due to new sea routes and transit 

opportunities that will impact city planning especially in nearby areas. 
 

 
Members in the meeting with MIT Department of Urban Studies and Planning 

The last meeting at MIT was at the Computer Science and Artificial Intelligence Laboratory 

(CSAIL). It focused on the opportunities that artificial intelligence and robotics offer to the 

society, and also on what kind of challenges they pose. These fields are, in many ways, in the 

forefront of innovation at the moment. According to Ms Lori Glover, the Managing Director 

of the CSAIL, the lab has played a part in many important inventions that are elemental in 

today’s society - the World Wide Web, the technology underlying the Internet, e-mail, video 

games and the robotic arm to name a few. The laboratory has created more than 500 start-ups, 

including several that have grown to be well-known companies such as the data sharing and 

storage service Dropbox, the advanced robotics company Boston Dynamics and the online 

dating service OKCupid. The discussion and questions centred on the ethical side of AI and 

robotics, and the ways in which it can be guaranteed that the rapidly advancing fields do not 

have adverse ripple effects on the society. 

 

Harvard University 

 

The half-day programme in Harvard on Thursday 10 May 2018 consisted of three meetings at 

the Minda de Gunzburg Center for European Studies (CES), the Center of Green Buildings 

and the Cities and Harvard Innovation Labs. 

 

At the Center for European Studies, the delegation met the Vice Provost for International 

Affairs, Professor Marc C. Elliott, Professor Gzegorz Ekiert, who is the Faculty Director of 

CES, and Ms Elaine Papoulias, Executive Director of CES. They spoke about the CES having 

many European professors and deep European roots. According to them, Harvard University 

has the principle to encourage critical inquiry, scepticism and doubt and to teach the students 

“how to learn for life”. The delegation members mentioned the European Erasmus+ 
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programme and asked if Harvard is engaged in anything similar. The professors said that 

nothing similar exists, but the students have the opportunity to take part in a summer school 

and a special January programme. Also Horizon 2020 framework programme and excellence 

in research were discussed.  

 

The Center for Green Buildings and Cities was the second meeting at Harvard. According to 

Founding Director, Professor Ali Malkawi, the Center “aims to transform the building 

industry through a commitment to a design-centric strategy that directly links research 

outcomes to the development of new processes, systems, and products.” One of their main 

projects is entitled “HouseZero”, a retrofitted building that aims to produce more energy than 

it consumes. They also aim to make the house fully naturally ventilated and lit. If the project 

works, the model could be copied across the USA, Professor Malkawi said. In his opinion, 

this would be a major step to greening houses in the USA, as heating, cooling and powering 

houses accounts currently for 40 percent of the country’s energy consumption.  

 

 
Tour of the Harvard Innovation Labs 

Finally, the delegation had a tour of the Harvard Innovation Labs with Tim Miano, Associate 

Director for Network Development. The Innovation Labs offer working space, equipment and 

skills support for students, alumni, faculty, and postdoctoral scholars. There are special 

support initiatives such as the Venture Incubation Program (VIP) to help business ideas 

develop into start-ups. Mr Miano mentioned also the Launch Lab X programme which offers 

very favourable conditions and tailor-made support for budding entrepreneurs, but to get into 

that programme, the business idea needs to be very innovative or disruptive. According to Mr 

Miano, the Innovation Labs also offer speed-dating between mentors and students to give 

boost to business ideas. 
 

 

5. Meetings with other innovation actors (Boston, Wednesday 9 May - Thursday 10 

May 2018) 

 

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce ranked Boston the number one city for start-ups for the 

second year in a row last year. Therefore it comes as no surprise that there are several actors 

in the Boston area that offer resources and support for innovative new business ideas.  

https://harvardmagazine.com/2017/08/harvard-s-housezero-emissions-green-building
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One of them is the “grandfather of innovation centers” CIC Boston which the REGI 

delegation visited on Wednesday 9 May. Managing Director Stas Gayshan hosted the 

delegation and told the members about building innovation communities and environments in 

the Boston area. According to Mr Gayshan, the CIC offers entrepreneurs co-working and 

office spaces on a flexible month-to-month contract, networking and synergy possibilities and 

access to creative resources such as 3D-printers. In his opinion, this helps the new 

entrepreneurs as they do not have to invest heavily in office space and equipment in the first 

months of their company’s lifespan, and they can find likeminded innovation community 

members and the support services all in one place. The CIC is also involved in organising 

regular community events such as the Venture Café which helps people and businesses build 

contacts in an informal setting.  

 

The second innovation support organisation visited was District Hall which is dubbed 

“Boston’s public home for innovation”. It is a one-storey building with inviting architecture in 

Boston’s newly renovated harbour area where the other buildings are mainly high-rise. It is 

managed by a local non-profit organisation - the Venture Café Foundation. One of the 

sponsors of the Foundation is the CIC which the delegation visited earlier.  

 

Ms Becky Donner, the Director of District Hall, explained to the delegation participants that 

they offer Bostonians a free work and meeting space, as well as events where they can present 

their ideas and create networks. She said that start-ups and innovators often bring demo 

versions of their products and services to District Hall so that potential customers can try 

them out at an early phase and those products can be improved based on the feedback. 

 

Since its opening in 2013, District Hall has developed into a public hub in the Boston 

waterfront innovation district. According to estimates, it has housed several thousand events 

with over a hundred thousand attendees so far during its lifetime. 

 

 
A part of the REGI delegation in front of the District Hall building 
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II. Communication activities 

 

At the end of the delegation, the European Parliament's Liaison Office with the U.S. Congress 

issued the following tweet: 

 

 

 
 

 

 

* * * 
 

https://twitter.com/EPWashingtonDC/status/996410091371925504

